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Cottages to Castles, Inc. Events 
• March 2-7, 2009  ~   Iron Couny Community 

Hospital Traveling Construction Show 

 Stop by our Design Center in Iron River to view a presentation of 
the $17 million expansion 

http://www.icch.org/getpage.php?name=icch_expansion  

•  March 6-8, 2009 ~  UP Builders Show  Marquette, 
MI 

It's our FAVORITE home show of the year!  Stop by and visit our 
booth! 

www.upbuildershow.com 

• March 27-29, 2009 ~ Madison Lake Home & Cabin 
Show     Alliant Energy Center  

Come to a celebration of everything about a dream lake home or 
cabin. 

 http://www.lakehomeandcabinshow.com/wisc/ 

 

The Real History of Real 
Estate  
  
Tell me if these headlines sound familiar-    
  
"The real estate market has 

crashed, gas has never been 

higher, stocks are tumbling to new 

lows, consumer confidence is shaky, the economy 

is in shambles, fear is rampant and there is no 

end in sight."  
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Stan Brzoznowski is Brian's 
father and has been actively 

involved with Cottages to Castles 
since the first model home was 
opened in June 1996 at the 
Riverside Plaza in Iron River.  

Stan is the guy on our team who 
does all of the jobs no one else 

wants to do. 
Stan was raised in a home 

located directly south of our new 
Model Home and 



  

They should sound familiar-These headlines were from 1973!  
Sound Familiar...  
  
"The real estate market has crashed, gas has 

never been higher, stocks are tumbling to new 

lows and consumer confidence is shaky..."  
  
These were headlines in the late 80's and early 90's too!  
  
Someone once said, "We have nothing to fear but 

fear itself" and another great person said, 

"Learn from history or be doomed to repeat it".  

  

Allow me to talk about the real history of the 

real estate market for a moment. 

Home prices are tumbling down but, over time, 

they are actually tumbling up!  Let me explain: 

In 1950 the median price of a home in America was 

$8,000.  That's right-$8,000!!  The media and 

nay-sayers talked about the real estate bubble 

bursting...and burst it did!  So we had our first 

real tumble in home values. 

By 1960 the median home price was $15,000.  

Notice the trend-almost double!  Of course the 

pessimists, critics and the media predicted a 

tumble.  And it did. 

By 1970, just 10 short years later, the median 

price of a new home his $28,000-nearly double 

that of 1960!  By 1973 we had the Arab Oil 

Embargo and we experienced another real estate 

correction.   

By 1980 the value of water front properties in 

Florida and California hit $100,000-200,000.  Do 

you know what one of the best selling books was 

at that time?-"The Coming of the Real Estate 

Crash".  In 1981 double digit interest rates sent 

the market tumbling once again. 

In 1990, what were once $100,000-200,000 

properties had doubled in value again!  WE all 

know what pricing was in 2005.  Guess what?  It 

was at least double in most areas! 

Markets move up and down, however, the trend has 

always been that it has been moving up over 

time.  Your new home or cottage will never, ever 

be worth zero!  What investment vehicle can offer 

this kind of return and guarantee over time?  The 

real value of your new home is not 

financial...the real value will be the memories 

you keep forever and the relationships that you 

build.  There is nothing that can take that away 

from you. 

  

  

Design Center.  He graduated 
from Iron River High School in 
1963 and is also a Vietnam 

Veteran.  He has worked in the 
local mines in supervision and 

management.  He has 5 children, 
26 grandchildren and 3 great-
grandchildren.   Stan in very 
active in a Christian Men's 

Ministry-teaching and preaching 
at the Mission Bible Training 

Center, the Iron County Jail and 
the local state prison.  He is 

also very active in his church and 
was the director of "The Open 
Door", a local ministry, for 10 

years. 
If you happen to visit our Model 
Home and Design Center on a 
Saturday afternoon, Stan will 

be here to make you feel right at 
home with his friendliness and 
his love of helping people.  

 

Michigan Adopts 
New Energy Codes  

  
 

 
  

Michigan adopted new energy 
codes that are effective for all 
new homes build after October 
24th, 2008.  Cottages to Castles 
has already completed homes 
that fully comply to these new 

requirements.  We have adjusted 
all of our specifications to meet 
or exceed the code changes. 
Download your copy here 
New Michigan Energy Code 



Stratford Adds 7 New Floor Plans   
Recently, Stratford Homes has been working on 
ideas for some new floor plans to add some variety to 
their already fabulous selection.  The first phase 
includes 7 new ranch plans that are ideal for narrow lots so they 
are less that 58' wide.   
  
To view these and the rest of Stratford's selection of floor plans: 
Go to www.stratfordhomes.com/catalog_model_midwest.asp 
and click on Ranch-Ideal For Narrow Lots 

  

  

  
 

Brian Brzoznowski 
Cottages to Castles, Inc. 

  

  

 


