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Brian's Blog

"In Like A Lion and Out Like A Lamb"?
Not here in the U.P. of Michigan and
Northern Wisconsin! March roared in like
a lion and roared out like a lion with high
winds and freezing rain. Some areas in the
U.P. received as much as 4-8" of new snow |
in the last few days of March! Fortunately,
Amy and I were at the Madison Lake
Home & Cabin Show this past weekend.
Attendence was good and I had the
opportunity to meet a lot of new friends that are excited about
the prospect to build a new home. Many were energized about
the incredibly low interest rates. I heard comments like, "I
can't afford to pass this up!" or "We don't want to miss out on
these rates!". There was plenty of excitement for several folks
about the $8000 tax credit. Many people asked when their
home had to be completed by to qualify for the credit. For
several families that were interested in getting started but
needed some advice on how to develop their site, I scheduled
site evaluations.

A hot topic of conversation at the show was the economy. Most
folks agreed that they were really tired of hearing all the gloom
and doom from the media. Many of us shared the opinion that
NOW is absolutely the most logical time to buy anything!
Many items such as automobiles are being offered at discount
prices unheard of. Property prices have stabilized and in many
cases are at the lowest point in years. It always seems logical to
take advantage of historical financing opportunities, tax
credits, rebates, discounts, stabilized material costs, and easy
contracting schedules that exist today. That is relatively
logical...isn't it? It's always smart to buy on a down cycle.
Everyone knows that, however, emotionally it's difficult to a
have a confident, positive state of mind today. When we allow
our selves to be bombarded with the Medias constant negative
reporting our minds can become fearful and unsure poisoned
by toxic attitudes. We lose confidence and begin to focus on
what bad thing is happening or worse yet what bad thing might
happen. What's the cure? Detoxify your mind by a "media
fast"- try to abstain from watching/listening to any media for a
day or a week. Replace the time you would spend negatively
programming your mind by the media with feeding your mind
healthy positive materials. Read a good book, listen to a
positive CD and focus on what good things could happen.
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Can You Say $15,500?

First Time Home Buyer Credit

Next week the Michigan State
Housing Development Authority
(MSHDA) is expected to announce that they will be
providing $7,500 in down payment assistance to
first time home buyers with household incomes less
than $101,000 (this amount varies by county
depending on the median household income
levels). In short, for buyers that haven't owned a
home in the past three years, they will be able to
obtain an $8,000 federal tax credit along with the
new state program that allows up to $7,500 to be
used towards closing costs, prepaids and down
payments on the purchase of a new home. Some
states are monetizing the federal credit by providing
an advance loan on the new federal tax credit. The
MAHB asked MSHDA to consider developing a
similar program. After a number of discussions,
however, the MAHB agreed that combining the new
federal credit with $7,500 in down payment
assistance will provide more of an incentive to
purchase. It puts $15,500 worth of buying power in
first time home buyer's hands. Keep an eye out,
more to come on this in the next week.

Top 5 "Good
News" Articles

1. Infant Finally Reunited With
Fireman Who Breathed her
Back to Life

40 years ago when racial unrest
plagued Boston, a white fireman
rescued a black baby from a
burning building and a poignant
photograph ran in newspapers
across the U.S. Evangeline Anderson, now grown, finally met the fireman in a
reunion that attracted the most hits ever on the Boston Globe website.
(MSNBC Video)

2. Obama Enacts Law Protecting Two Million Acres of Wilderness
President Obama has signed into law one of the most sweeping conservation
and public land management bills in years. The legislation will protect 2 million
acres of wilderness across the country, including 1,000 miles of wild and
scenic rivers, by creating a national system to conserve the protected land. (
Washington Post)

3. Jasmine the Greyhound, 'Mother Theresa' of Dogs

A dog who had been locked in a shed, abused and abandoned, has become
the welcoming mother figure at a UK animal sanctuary. It doesn't matter if it is
a puppy, a fox cub, a rabbit or, any other lost or hurting animal, Jasmine peers




into the box or cage and, where possible, delivers a welcoming lick. (Great Pet
Net)

4. lllinois Doctor Offers Free Treatment in Recession

A small ad was placed in a Central lllinois newspaper by a local doctor who
offered that for the duration of the calendar year, he will treat, free of charge,
his regular patients who have lost their jobs or health insurance due to the
current recession. "l didn't see it as selfless, but just my way to do my part
during this economic crisis." (Journal Standard)

5. Toddler Caught After 3-Story Fall From Window

Two men were being hailed as heroes by police for catching a toddler who fell
40 feet from a home's third-story window. A Massachusetts man was talking
on his cell phone Sunday evening outside a pizza shop in near Boston , when
he saw the toddler dangling from a window across the street. He bolted across
the road just in time to join another man in keeping the 18-month-old from
hitting the ground. (MSNBC)

Quotable Quotes

"You always miss 100% of the shots you don't take" ~Wayne
Gretzky

"Life is not easy for any of us. But what of that? We must
have perseverance and, above all, confidence in
ourselves. We must believe that we are gifted for
something, and that this thing, at whatever cost, must be
attained” ~ Marie Curie, Chemist

"l really do think that any deep crisis is an opportunity to
make your life extraordinary in some way."
~Martha Beck, Author

Quote of the Day:

Losers always have an excuse;
Winners always have an idea.
Losers fix the blame;

Winners fix the situation.

Losers make promises;

Winners keep commitments.
Losers let it happen;

Winners make it happen.

Losers say, "Why don't they do something?"
Winners say, "Here's something | can do."
~Anonymous

Own The Model Home

How would you like to own our Model
Home?

With its open concept and airy feel, it could
be the PERFECT home for you!
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